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Ms. Janet McCabe

EPA Headquarters

William Jefferson Clinton Building
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W.
Mail Code: 6101A

Washington, DC 20460

Mr. Peter Tsirigotis

EPA

109 T.W. Alexander Drive

Mail Code: D205-01

Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Dear Ms. McCabe and Mr. Tsirigotis,

GPA Midstream wants to bring your attention to an issue on the ICR for Oil and Gas Facilities.
Attached for review is a letter in which we raise our concerns to Ms. Brenda Shine. GPA
Midstream feels that Ms. Shine and her team have been great to work with, but are ultimately
working under an unrealistic time frame that is not of their making. Ms. Shine has communicated
In our two in-person meetings that all Part 1 and Part 2 ICR requests must go out at the same
time. Unlike the other o0il and gas segments that will be contacted with the ICR, EPA does not
have a good estimate of how many facilities exist in the population. GPA Midstream believes
not allowing a two-step process for gathering compressor facilities will yield results that are not
representative of the population. In the attached letter, GPA Midstream has proposed a solution
that would provide EPA with the sample population data, but it requires an initial Part 1 survey
first, and then EPA to follow-up with a second request to facilities that are selected for a Part 2
survey. GPA Midstream’s chief concern is that the imposed requirement to send out all ICRs at
the same time will lead to poor data quality and ultimately produce poor regulation for both
gathering compressor facilities and EPA.

During our August 25, 2016 meeting with EPA, EPA mentioned that it is still considering how to
select gathering compressor stations for the Part 2 Survey Facility Selection Process. EPA
presented GPA Midstream with a process to identity and randomly select gathering compressor
facilities by sending requests to the parent companies of both natural gas processing plants and
natural gas production facilities. GPA Midstream is concerned that a gathering facility selection
process based solely on natural gas processing plant and natural gas production facility parent
companies may skew the data towards larger, higher emitting facilities since not all natural gas is
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processed in a plant before reaching its end-user. This approach would also miss a significant
population of gathering compressor stations operated by companies that do not operate
processing plants or production facilities.

Therefore, GPA Midstream requests that EPA allow a two-step survey for the gathering
compressor facilities as outlined in “Option 1” in our attached letter. This process would help to
ensure EPA has a complete picture of the industry segment prior to developing any existing
source rules.

Thank you for your consideration of our request. Please feel free to contact me if you have any
further questions.

Sincerely,
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Matthew Hite
Vice President of Government Affairs
GPA Midstream Association
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