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June 26, 2023

SUBMITTED VIA WWW.REGULATIONS.GOV

Mr. Andrew Bouchard

Sector Policies and Programs Division (E143-01)
Office of Air Quality Planning and Standards
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Research Triangle Park, NC 27711

Re:  Proposed Rule - New Source Performance Standards: Synthetic Organic Chemical
Manufacturing Industry and National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants
for the Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry and Group I and II Polymers
and Resins Industry; EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0730

Dear Mr. Bouchard:

GPA Midstream Association appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed
ethylene oxide (EO) draft risk management rule, New Source Performance Standards: Synthetic
Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry and National Emission Standards for Hazardous Air
Pollutants for the Synthetic Organic Chemical Manufacturing Industry and Group I and II
Polymers and Resins Industry; EPA-HQ-OAR-2022-0730 (Proposed Rule).

GPA Midstream has served the U.S. energy industry since 1921 and has over 60 corporate
members that directly employ more than 56,000 employees that are engaged in a wide variety of
services that move vital energy products such as natural gas, natural gas liquids (“NGLs”),
refined products, and crude oil from production areas to markets across the United States,
commonly referred to as “midstream activities.” The work of our members indirectly creates or
impacts an additional 396,000 jobs across the U.S. economy. GPA Midstream members gather
over 77% of the natural gas and recover more than 80% of the NGLs such as ethane, propane,
butane, and natural gasoline produced in the U.S. from more than 380 natural gas processing
facilities. In the 2019-2021 period, GPA Midstream members spent over $100 billion in capital
improvements to serve the country’s needs for reliable and affordable energy.

GPA Midstream appreciates the importance of safe operations, which is a top priority for our
members. We also are committed to the safety of the communities in which our members
operate, as well as the need to advance regulations when appropriate.
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However, it is also important that we ensure regulations are based on the best available science,
are technically feasible to implement or achieve, and use the most updated and accurate data
available. The Proposed Rule brings concerns on just that in the following areas:

1. Lack of technical feasibility: The Proposed Rule proposes measuring EO emissions at
or below background levels, making it technically infeasible to capture emissions data at
desired levels.

2. Not based on the best available science: The Proposed Rule utilizes a risk value which
has been and continues to be challenged as flawed and overly conservative, with a
number of independent reviews questioning its findings and the quality of the science.
Further, EPA is utilizing this risk value without taking other scientific and peer-reviewed
data into consideration. The proposed risk value is 19,000 times lower than what is
naturally occurring in the human body and below background levels. In addition to the
risk value, the EO assessment includes errors in modeling that result in a flawed value.

3. Outdated Data: The dataset used for the Proposed Rule is from 2017, making the dataset
out of date and not reflective of current emissions where reductions and other corrections
have been made.

The Proposed Rule could jeopardize access to EO, which in turn could directly impact our
members’ supply chain, operations, and availability of product for customers/consumers.
Further, when you add this proposal together with other pending regulations, it could
significantly impact our sector, along with others.

Accordingly, we respectfully urge EPA to consider fully the technical expertise, scientific
analysis and extensive data provided in industry comments such as those from the American
Chemistry Council and its EO Panel, the American Fuel and Petrochemical Manufacturers, and
the American Petroleum Institute as you work further on the Proposed Rule. These comments
highlight why the rule as proposed could hinder EO manufacturing capabilities and impact this
Administration’s broader priorities to grow and sustain U.S. industry across our economy.

We appreciate the EPA considering the concerns regarding the Proposed Rule and the
importance of EO and its derivatives to create products society needs and uses every day.

Respectfully submitted,

Wy
Matt Hite

Vice President of Government Affairs
GPA Midstream Association
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